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Proven results make Sit Stay Read the leading literacy
organization in the United States to use dogs as a tool to
improve reading skills and foster a love of learning in

children lil-'ing in poverty.

Founded in 2003, Sit Stay Read improves reading fluency,
makes reading fun, and inspires children to become lifelong
readers. Using a curricnlum degigned with the University of

Illinoiz at Chicago (UIC) Center for Literacy, trained
Kecp
) ] - :
schools and community centers.
R@ﬂ d Dl'ls o . Sit Stay Read, Inc.

3425 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, 1L 60641
T73.545 6629

volunteers and certified -r_]u_g Leams hriug much needed
ﬁ) reading help to children, ages 7-9, in Chicago inner-city




Letters to Our Contributors

Ms wath the rest of the warld. the coconomy
contnues 0 have an effect here at 5t Stay
Fead. Cur 2008 September newsletter
arrived in mailboxes the same week as the
first big dip {or whatever we're calling it}
and produced a disappoinfing $214
donations. Cuch.

Despite a 522 000 shortfall in onr
barcbones budgst of 3173 (K0 For 2008-0%, our stafl and board el
it was imperative that we reach the 5t children we committed to in
our annual stratceic plan. [ am happy 1o repord that we reached: that
gpal by the end of our fiscal vear in Juns!

Eeaching 300 children with a 15% budeet cut was a great
challenge, Eliminating a projecied stafl increaze meant looking io
other sources for exira help, We were fortunate that Tara GafThey, a
Sit Stay Bead board member and former teacher, recognized our
nesd and dedicated ane vear to Sil Stav Read, Taking a vear off
from teaching, Tara stepped forward and took on additional
responsibalities i the office and classroom o ensure school
programs were successful,

[n addition, our Commumications Coordinator developed a

comprehensive, on- g.cnmg infemship program. We now have inferns
from DePaul University voluntlcering in programs as well as
helping with communications and office assistance.

In pannershap with gencrous donors like vou, Sit Stayv Boad will
weather this economic storm and continue (o bring reading halp o
Chicago's most vulnerable children

Mary Ellen Schieider
Executive [irecior

It seems as though our Wheasten
Terrer. Alice, was a puppy just afew
short months ago, bul she just turned
cight. In mv Favorite photos of Alice,
ghe is weanng a green bandana,
workimg m a Sit Sav Read program,
walching a voung student read a book
aloud. . Alice doesn’t know it but she
and her canine pals in 5it Stav Bead
arc helping fo improve tersey in
Chicago, chald by child, book by book,

phote £2008 David B. Suttond
aLilonsbudios com

schonl by school

Sit Stay Eesd has grown with Alice, from a few scatfersd
library programs to the 260K school and community -based
r::admg scsstons of our past lscal vear. Ower those vears, our
programs have expanded to include goest readers, reading
rewards, and summer fun packs. Local and national media have
recognized the uniquencss of our programs and theirproven
SUCCESS.

We have talenied volumesrs, emplovees, and interns who bring
their own msights. ideas, and enthusiasm to their work with Sit
Stay Read We bave a vibrant and impressive organizational
strategic plan. And we have vou, our loval supporters, whose
generous contributions provide the financial support required
Tor each 5t Stay Bead cluld s reading achievements,

Thank vou for vour continued support, and please confinue to

ke a part of our fulure success!

ME Crorwice
Chit-going Board President



Your support helps reach ¢ o"‘AL
more children in need APNS

Thanks to yvour generons support. more than 300 children from Chicago’s poorest neighborhoods received the

reading help they needed this vear! Kids and dogs shared . n
. A I Ak J - T ‘g i Sat Say Fead [nereass in Feach by Year
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2500
To keep kids reading all summer long. every student in our
school programs received a Summer Reading Fun Pack. g

: - hri - 0 2006-07
With the help of our volunteers, 375 Fun Packs were filled

3 hi ded for Ti : : d 1500 k= O 2007-08
with everything needed for hterary exploration and were £ BEg

distributed 1o thrilled second, Ty =

third. and fourth grader=. Each

backpack contains dog-themed 00—
books, pencils, sharpener, eraser, 374 | 403 E
1]

and composition book to record :
5 I #of kids servied # of Reading Ses5i0n5

summer readin i dventures!

Word is spreading about Sit Stay Read’s innovative and effective
literacy programs. 32 Schools are still on our waiting list to
receive a Sit Stav Read :prugl':im! Your (:l}lllinut‘r{] support i;" 1-']1‘,1 |

to build the infrastructure to reach more children in need.




Teachers tell all... & 0% A
Good things of course! 7y,

“The students are so excited about Sit Stay Read. This
program is great; it covers all aspects of literacy. My
students are learning so much because of the
maotivation the dogs in the classroom provide. We look
Jorward to Wednesdays!”
—>Sandra Trigg,
2nd grade teacher

“Sit Stay Read motivates my
students to read and want to

do better. Out of my 23 kids,
21 increased their reading

“I was amazed, even on the first day. in the ransformation | saw

in David, a student with a lot of potential. He smiled (a rarity)! fluency by at least 15

He was using expression and even helping other kids with their Woirds ”

reading. He couldn t wait to go see Tibbie and read with him. T ot Mot

Writing was even better! 'couldn t believe that David had 52:":[ d gra::iﬁ foaclis

completed an entire page for his story!”
—Emily Keller, 2nd grade teacher
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Look at these results!

For three vears now results of the DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency Test (used by the Chicago
Public Schools and recommended by our partner, the UIC Center for Literacy) continue to show

a significant difference between classes with a Sit ."_'il:.t:,' Read pProgram and those without.

Average increase for Sit Stay Read Classes: 43 words per minu
Average increase for Comparison Classes: 35 words per minute

That’s a 20% greater

- H
improvement for our Kids!

We're excited to announee that doctoral
student Corinne Smith will soon publish her
dissertation on the many benefits of the Sit
Stav Read program! Her work explores the

eflect on r{-'aﬂiu;__{ ﬂuﬁm'}; ]t'ur[u'ng engagement,

and the |13}'{thulugiﬂal impm_'.t on children.



Sit Stay Read
in the news...

Here’s a look at who's been taking note of
the important work SI'T STAY READ is doing

to improve childhood literacy in Chicago...

« 7/06/ Eﬂﬂg, Blog Talk Radio,

Out- U-Go Podcast :
* 3/30/2009, Cubz game with Build-A-Bear Workshop.
* 8/04/2008, NBC Nightly News,

What Works with Brian Williams
* 4/25/2008, NBC Channel 5,

Spﬂﬁiaf Report with Allison Resati
+ 3/30/2008, Chicago Tribune,

Sidewalks by Rick Kogan, feature story




Financial Summary

Sit Stay Read Inc. Statement of Activities

Jul 08 - Jun 09

Income Expense
Contributions Income Administration
Donations 233,090 Fundraising

Grants Restricted 53 200 Fundraising Event Costs
Grants Unrestricted 393500 Marketing
Total Contributions Income 3129790 Office
' Programs
Fundraisers
Classes & Tests 5485 Total Expense
Events 317,758
Merchandise $576 At nconme
Total Fundraisers 318,799

Total Income 3148 5859

Jul "08 - Jun 09

$27 882
$12 867
57,303
53,045
$15,255
$80,493

F146 845
$1,744




HL Donor List 2008-09

Sit Stay Read is proud to thank donors listed below for their generous contributions.

This list represents donations received between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. If you

have a correction to this list, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

$15,000+
Bears Care
Chicago Sun-Times Charity Trust

$6,000 to $14,999
Charter Oak Foundation
The Northern Trust Centennial Fund,
a donor advised fund of the
Chicago Community Trust
The Powell Foundation

$2,500 to $5,999
CNA Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation
The Kaplan Foundation
GATX Corporation
Polk Bros. Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous
DeLong-Sweet Foundation
Tara and Cory Gaffney
Suzanne Joseph

Ken and Linda Robin Charitable Fund
Kovler Family Foundation
Sarah and Tim Murphy
Margot and Tom Pritzker
Barbara Shomaker

The Siragusa Foundation

$500 to $999

Cindy Homan & MK Czerwiec
Kelle Frymire

Thomas and Donna Gaffney
Linda Gow

Virginia and Terrance Holt

Pat Kennedy

Joe and Stephanie Macro

The Morty Frank Memorial Fund
The PETCO Foundation
MaryEllen Schneider

Bob Keigher and Bonnie Tucker

$250 to $499

Mark Anderson

Betsy Baer

Keith Bolog

Marge and Steve Graham
Greatergood.org

GVA Worldwide

Seth Hanau

Krystine Hansen

Susan Johnson

Michael Graff & Nancy Lerman
Peter & Doris Lilly

Mike and Lynn Lullo

Mary McCaskey

Michele Shigihara

Donna Wetzler & Bill Webb
Tim Womack

$125 to $249

Tom Ahlbeck

Carrie Andalman

Nicole Bell

Lewis and Jess Biscamp
Lyn Bivins

Jean Fisher

Carolyn and Jay Hoffman
Tim Jenkins

Monice Kaczorowski

Ed Kazemek

Linda Legac

Jill Mannor

Scott and Mimi Manzler
Craig Pierce

Sara Schimmel

Pat Simpson

Nancy Skeffington

Mike Humphrey & Tim Sullivan
Marion Thickson

Carrie and Tim Tilton
Jarmila Zemla

$100 to $124

Judit Arroyo
George Bailly

Nick Berberian
Kate Cheston
Fraser Clark

Mark Costello
Doug GeBraad & Jim Fitzmaurice
Jenifer Flynn

Jan and Fred Glure
Annette Gordon
Susan Holley

Susan Kennedy

Suzanne Kerbow

Pat & Jenny Kernan
Elizabeth Kuhn

Alicia Lernor-Adams
Franziska Lys

Marissa Manos

Mr. & Mrs. William McClung
John and Kalin Nash

New Chapter

Karen Poshard

Amy Rome

Jennifer Schaen

Arlene Sheskin

Therese Simon

Norm Sloan

Becky Thorne & Stephen Vasas
Sarita Warshawsky

David Welles

Betsy Young

$50 to $99

Ruth Bieber

Dawn Kirschmann and Melanie
Bienemann

Mary Bookman
Barbara Braden
Patricia Cain
Jennifer Carmody
Ife Carruthers

Lisa Chigas
Jeanie Chung
Tricia Cohen
Candace D'Agnolo
Kathy Endo
Maureen Fagan
Anne Fish



* Donor LISt 2008-09

George and Judy Fitchett

Colleen Fry

Kim Garcia

Marsha Hanau

Shifra Harris

Joanne Hoffman

Johanna Humbert

Marybeth Kaye

Dr. Betsy Klerk DVM

Sue Kluga

Julie Kuhn

Deb Leary

Diane Moe

Kimberly Montroy

Suresh and Jenny Nayak

Neal Gerber Eisenberg LLP

Gregg Houtz & Jackie Nolan

James McMasters & Nanette
Norton

Marilyn O'Neill

Drew and Denise Poshard

Barbara Potter

Carroll Preece

Puplife.com

Rhonda Purwin

Sonia Ravin

Red Dog House

Teresa Reilly

Debbie Rezabek

Lee and Graham Rigby

James Rudd

Brooke Schmidt

Bob & Holly Schneider

Steve Schulwolf

Gail Schwab

Andy Schweitzer

Vicki Shigihara

Lori Ecklebe & Tom Shomaker

Therese Simon

Janet Carl and Mel Smith
Carla Surma

Marilyn Taylor

Jenni and Tom Terrill
Jan Terry

Delores Zeeb

Dr. Ronald Zelikow

$1 to $49

Virginia Abar

Sara Anderson

Jean Aucutt

Elizabeth Balow

Christine Beine

Kim Bierman

Rebekah Blair

David and Jane Braddock

Michele Brignoni

Veronica Byers

Karen Cardinale

Margaret Caruso

Tracey Ciciora

Akemi Cohn

Barbara Comnes

Marcyl Crockett

Jennifer Crouch

Brian Cullen

Kate Curry

Tom and Sara Dohm

Cynthia Free & John Elder

Stephen Fedo

Beth Finke

Joan Fish

Brad and Kristine Fox

Betsy Frank

Guy Franklin

Sherry and Dick Frenzel

George Margelos and Cecile
Frydman

Chuck and Deborah
Greenberg

John Grossmann
David Groves

Liz Gulis

Stephen Hamburg
Julie Hart

Nancy Hollander
Cathy Jain

Allison Jasinski
Randee and Vance Johnson
Michael Kozubek
Richard Kuzma
Brenda Lang
Coralie Lang
Marcelle Lecompte
Kate Leedy

Jen Lee-Olmstead
Amy Lenahan
Nancy Liebschutz
David and Dianne Lipkin
Penny Lockhart
Jesse and Marybelle Macro
Veronica Mallard
Jed and Miranda Mandel
Libby Manthy
Andrea Marino
Lisa McManus
Elana Mendelson
Margarita Miranda
Tisa Morris

Norma Moscato
Paul Moscato
Leslie Nathan
Kimberly Neer
Jeanne Nelson
Marlene Nelson
Lori Nerenberg
Karoline Neville
Michael O'Donnell
Kerry O'Rourke

Su O'Sullivan
Susan Padveen
Kathy Parus
Stephanie Peel

Andrew Pennington
Judy Peters

Planetjill

Sarah Polich

Sharon Pratt

Bea and Joe Pryst
Betty Redmond

Paul Ricketts

Elaine Robbins

Ruth Robbins

Betty Roggenkamp
Marlene Rotstein
Susan Roy

Lisa & Paul Ryding

Tim and Darlene Sagun
George Schill Jr.
Michael Silver and Dan
Schuh

Audrey Selin

Mary Semik

Gail and Al Shiner
Cheryl Shure

Patti St. George

Jo Statton

Susan Stegall

Barbara Stevens

Paul Straton

Mary Swanton

Scott Sweeney

Ellen Szalinski

Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Ginger Talbot

Sandra Trigg

Cynthia and Stuart Voigts
Bob and Diane Walczak

Sponsors and
In-Kind Donors

Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione
MK Czerwiec Productions

Lino Darchun, Coldwell Banker
Fat Cat

Gold Coast Tickets

Holos Asset Management

Suzanne Weiner Silver Cloud

Jody Williams Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal
Meg Williams Spa Soak

Dave and Cel Yarber The Wild Pug

Pete & Jayme Zage
Tracy Zeman
Niki Zohrab



We owe It aII to YC)UI 0@

READ!

On behalf of all the Sit Stay Read students

TH/ NK Y (/jl

o~

Along with reading, writing is an integral part of every Sit Stay Read program.

We hope you enjoy the following examples from this year’s student-authored books.
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READ!

We make reading fun

2009 Sit Stay Bead! Ine, Chicago, [hinms www sitslovresd. org





