


SitStayRead improves literacy skills
and fosters a love of learning 
in at-risk children.

Proven results make SitStayRead the leading literacy
organization in the United States to use dogs as a tool to
improve reading fluency, make reading fun, and inspire children
to become lifelong readers. Using a curriculum designed with the
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Center for Literacy,
trained volunteers and certified dog teams bring much needed
reading help to children, ages 7-9, in Chicago inner-city schools
and community facilities.



In September seven years ago we were preparing to enter our first classroom.
While we were confident of the need for SitStayRead, we were anxious about
how well the program would work, how the dogs would behave, how the
children and teachers would react. As it turned out, the need was as real as we
thought and the program as effective as we had hoped.

That first year in 2003 we were thrilled to provide an eight week dog-themed
reading program to two second-grade classes at Hendricks Academy. When the
teachers saw their students’ enthusiastic response to the program, they asked us
to help keep the reading excitement going all year. We rose to the challenge and
added components to the program and expanded to follow students through
fourth-grade. SitStayRead is now in second-, third-, and fourth-grade
classrooms all year long at Hendricks and six other Chicago Public Schools.

To mark our seven year milestone, Dr. Denise Davidson of Loyola University
surveyed the eighth graders (our first graduating class) to find out what our
program looks like from a student perspective. She found an overwhelming
outpouring of positive responses. Students rated every aspect of the program
highly. They remember that SitStayRead significantly changed the way they
thought about reading, making it a positive, fun experience

We are committed to bringing reading help to more children every year and
our board is finalizing our next five-year plan so we have a road map to do just
that. We’re dreaming big and achieving more every year.

Thank you for being our partner in this important work. We look forward to
another year spent reading, writing, and succeeding. Your continued support is
what keeps our programs running and our kids reading.

MaryEllen Schneider

Executive Director and Co-Founder
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With the generous support of donors like you, 551 children in
Chicago’s inner-city received much needed reading help from
SitStayRead this year. Kids and dogs shared the joy of reading

during 2,500 individual reading sessions.

To celebrate a total of 8,212 books read this year, every student
in our program received a Summer Reading Fun Pack. Their
backpacks were filled with everything needed for literacy
exploration and were distributed to thrilled second, third, and
fourth graders. Each backpack contained books, pencils, sharpener,
eraser, and composition book to record summer reading adventures
and to keep all 551 kids reading all summer long! 

Transforming struggling students into strong, confident readers is
the foundation of SitStayRead’s mission. Your continued support is
vital to reach even more students this year!
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$250 to $499

Larry and Ann Marie Berg
Pete Brown
Ife Carruthers
Kevin Dages
Russel Dushman
Sherry and Dick Frenzel
GAP Foundation 
Marge and Steve Graham
David Groves
Todd Hamburg
Stephen Hamburg
Seth & Jen Hanau
Michael Humphrey
Pat and Jenny Kernan
Franziska Lys
Joe and Stephanie Macro
Maddie's Corner
Mimi and Scott Manzler
Penny McClary
Elana Mendelson
Ann Morrison
Brian and Katherine 

Movalson
Nayak Family
Lee and Graham Rigby
Peter J. Roche
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
Anthony and Moira Saliba
Brandon Schulman
David A. Sherman
Norm Sloan
David and Angela Spinale
Trading Technologies
Jarmila Zemla
Mark Zumbach

$125 to $249

Ahlbeck & Company
Roberta Arnold
Anna Assenmacher
Betsy Baer
Bonnie Beer
Alisa Bergman
Keith Bolog
Mary Bookman
Walter and Mary Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Sy Cohen
Mark Cozzi
Lino Darchun
Philip Dortch

Christine T. Dudley
Jean Fisher
Joanne Friedland
Dr. & Mrs. Mark 

Gendleman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Goldberg
William T. Gorman
Janice Halpern
Haras Family
Bill Hallenbeck & 

Carolyn Hesse
Johanna Humbert
The John D. and 

Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation

Julie & Scott Johnson
Karen & Scott Jones
Suzanne Joseph
Ed Kazemek
Kathy Mueller & Lee-Ann 

Kluge
Neal Lenhoff and Matt 

Kunkel
David Maki
Jill Mannor
Bill & Lorraine McClung
Heather Mulroy
Meghan Murnin
Michael and Christine 

Murray
Kris and John Neurauter
Gregg Houtz & Jackie 

Nolan
Julia Oliver
Nicola Orlov
Sandy Orr
Judy Peters
Polk Bros. Foundation
Bea and Joe Pryst
Debbie Rezabek
Elaine Robbins
Pamela Rogers
Roberto Romero-Perez
Sara Schimmel
Jean Schwartz
Paul H. Schwendener III
Judith Siperstein
Carla Surma
Oscar Tatosian
Marilyn Taylor
Marion Thickson
Brian and Ellen Twohig

$20,000+

Anonymous
Bears Care
Chicago Sun-Times 

Charity Trust

$6,000 to $19,999

Allied World 
Assurance Company

Greatergood.org
The Powell Foundation

$2,500 to $5,999

Chicago Board of 
Trade Foundation

Ken and Linda Robin 
Charitable Fund

Kovler Family 
Foundation

Rock For Reading

$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
Lewis and Jess 

Biscamp
Mark Braun
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin 

Buggy
Charles Schwab 

Foundation
Chicago Trading 

Company
Cindy Homan & 

MK Czerwiec
Dennis & Ellin 

Murphy Foundation
Cory & Tara Gaffney
Thomas & Donna 

Gaffney

Paula Giovacchini
Rick & Lauren 

Johnson
Katie and Charlie 

McMahon
The Morty Frank 

Memorial Fund
Tim & Sarah Murphy
MaryEllen Schneider
Barbara Shomaker
The Siragusa 

Foundation
Walter and Karla 

Goldschmidt 
Foundation

$500 to $999

Am Shalom
Mark Anderson
Linda & Don Gow
Scott Hamburg
Tracey Smith and 

Monice Kaczorowski
Jerry Manne
Milton & Sylvie 

Robinson
Jim & Suzette Roppel
Dr. Tim Sullivan
Scott Swank
Bob Keigher and 

Bonnie Tucker
Sarita Warshawsky
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$100 to $124

Carrie Andalman
George Bailly
Bill and Cathleen Bielby
Sheila Roche and Aileen 

Blackwell
Kevin and Marie Burke
Call of the Wild Dog 

Training
Brian Cassidy
Frank Chappetto
Dr. Denise Davidson
Paul and Alice DeForest
Rachael Deutsch
Catherine Dowd
Karin Feldner
George and Judy Fitchett
Nancy and Bill Fitzgerald
Jeffrey Friedman
Kathleen & Bill Gantz
Martin Gapshis
Nora Garcia
Jan and Fred Glure
Christopher Guzzarde
Lindsey Hagan
Elisabeth Hajduk
Marsha Hanau
Amy Hardwicke
Claire Hickey
Susan Irion
Bob Klingle and Tim 

Iverson
Lisa and Mike Johnstone
Roxlyn Jones
Debra Kerr
James Kinzer
Nancy Lerman
Linn Family
Barry London
Marissa Manos
Marilyn Maropoulos
Cheryl Mathieu
Carolyn McGee
Brendan McGlore
Christine and Patrick 

McLaughlin
Roxanne McLean
Cheryl Mell
Marilyn O'Neill
Jim & Pam Peterson

Jason Gorenstein and 
Sarah Preston

Jodie Rust
Katherine Salle
Steve Warner and Paul 

Schwab, Jr.
Andy Schweitzer
Bill Serritella
Arlene Sheskin
Dr. Therese Simon
Nancy Skeffington
Slover Linett Strategies Inc.
Tony Lysy and Diane 

Smith
Brian Ortiz and Keith 

Stolte
Mike Humphrey & 

Tim Sullivan
Blake & Lauren Thomas
Mary and Gerry Tucker
Elsa Vaintzettel
Carmen Vazquez

$50 to $99

Margaret Anderson
Maria Arcos
Melissa Beacom
Mike and Donna Bell
David & Brenda Bergen
Jeff & Dana Berstein
John Bittenbinder
Joy Blum
Brenda Bobe
Barbara Braden
Kate Cheston
Nina Coffin
Margaret Conaty
Dr. Karen Conn
Jennifer Cruse-Sanders
Anita Dasgupta
Bhattacharya
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Delfini
Early Family
Joey Farella
Liz Farina
Robin Fern
Rachel Fishman
George Margelos and 

Cecile Frydman
Sharon Furiya

Nancy Gilpin
Susan and Hector Gomez
Green Dog Inc.
Susan Gura
William Hancox
Manny and Judy 

Hoffman
David Hoke
Alice Ireland
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Jensen
Mary Cris Johnson
Randee and Vance 

Johnson
Ron and Teenchy Kaback
Miriam Kastil
Winsome Kennedy
Lisa Kennedy
Ray J. Koenig III
Lisa Kramer
Amy Krivis
Coralie Lang
Mary Lou and 

Morris Lasky
Marcelle Lecompte
Amy Lenahan
Katie Leonard
Alicia Lernor-Adams
Ann Lorden
Mary Lou Lowrey
Gail Lowrie
Amy Maggio
Theresa Manikowski
Jim McDonough
John McGowan
Melissa McLeod
Rhonda Milkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Monak
Noel Muniz
James McMasters & 

Nanette Norton
Jim and Katie Orr
Audrey Ostroff
Martin O'Toole
Andrew Pennington
Robin Perlen
The Petz Carlton
Craig Pierce
Patti Porto
Carroll Preece
Professionals Library 

Service, Inc.

Rhonda Purwin
Rebecca Raftery
Ruth-Anne Renaud
David Robbins
Bob & Sheila Rudolph
Ralph and Jo Rydholm
Teresa Rys-Maki
Jennifer Salle
Nancy Schechtman
Nancy Schiavone
Joyce & John 

Schladweiler
Gail Schwab
Gail and Al Shiner
Lori Ecklebe & 

Tom Shomaker
Yael Silverman
Janet Carl and Mel Smith
Stay Dog Hotel
Joyce L. Steffel
John Stonitsch
Mary Swanton
Sandra Trigg
Cynthia and Stuart Voigts
Karen Walker-Ward
Florence Weisblatt
Aaron Weiss
Dr. Ronald Zelikow

Sponsors and 
In-Kind Donors

The Anderson Group, LLC
Brinks Hofer Gilson & 

Lione
City Staffing
MK Czerwiec Productions
Lino Darchun,Coldwell 

Banker
Fat Cat
Gold Coast Tickets LTD.
Holos Asset Management
Sonnenschein Nath & 

Rosenthal
Bob Keigher and 

Bonnie Tucker

Thank you to our generous donors who
contributed throughout 2009-10. You keep
our programs running and our kids reading!
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9
*Dr. Smith’s complete dissertation is available here.

http://digitalcommons.nl.edu/diss/32/
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Board Members  
Officers 

Barbara Shomaker, President
Accord Limited (retired)

Sarah Murphy, Vice President
SitStayRead co-founder

Mary Bookman, Treasurer
Chief Financial Officer (retired)

David Groves, Secretary
Chicago Public Schools

Directors 
Mark Braun

Northern Trust
Nora Garcia

Chicago Public Schools
Paula Giovacchini

Gio Group, Inc.
Scott Hamburg

Commodity Trader
Seth Hanau

Holos Asset Management
Rick Johnson

ARC Worldwide
Elana Mendelson

Museum of Science and Industry

Staff
MaryEllen Schneider, Executive Director 
Kate McIlvain, Volunteer Manager  
Kelsey Jones, Communications Coordinator 
Allison Jasinski, Administrative Assistant 
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This annual report marks the debut of our new logo! 

After an intensive review of SitStayRead’s communications this year by a team
of doctoral candidates from the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), 

it was determined that a new logo was needed to clearly illustrate 
our commitment to literacy.

The simple silhouette of a child reading to a dog evokes our core mission and
the clean lines give SitStayRead a refreshed look. Many thanks to the team

from UIC for their research and guidance.

www.sitstayread.org

http://www.sitstayread.org/Welcome.aspx

